AFTER   EVEREST
What is the summing up of the whole thing ? Well,
I think the mountain can be climbed—perhaps it has
been. Up to where I have been there is no danger, and
you might, but for the associated conditions of air, wind,
and possible bad weather, call it easy. Above 28,000 feet
there is a zone of about 200 feet of really badly loose rock,
where, I believe, the disaster probably occurred. This is
the chief danger, as the rock is both loose and steep, and
above it again, the mountain is apparently easy to the top.
It may be possible to climb it without oxygen, and, if so,
another camp at 27,000, or as near as possible, is necessary.
Then can—or will—coolies carry to a third high camp ?
Possibly not, and, if not, the mountain is impossible with-
out oxygen. With oxygen, of course, it is possible, but
the very greatest precautions must be taken on the loose
rock, and probably a 200-foot rope is desirable.1
Then another question—is it worth it ? That is for
everyone to answer for himself. Meanwhile, I leave them
to answer it whilst I, with the main body, go down to a
valley to our west, the Rongshar Chu, near Gaurisankar,
and try to get rid of my throat trouble in warmer, damper
air, before the dry journey back across Tibet. . . .
Can we now answer that question—was it worth it ?
Did Mallory and Irvine lay down their lives in vain ? It
is a sad thing that they never returned to tell the tale
of endeavour, and possibly of conquest. But nobody can
hold that lives lost in fighting Nature's greatest obstacles
in the name of adventure and exploration are thrown
away. Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori; and surely
death in battle against a mountain is a finer and nobler
thing than death whilst attempting to kill someone else.
The loss of these splendid men is part of the price that
has been paid to keep alive the spirit of adventure. With-
1 This Diary was written at the time; the Expedition of 1933
have found that the bit of rock in question is not so very loose
(which it is in parts), but is very steep ; and it is chiefly for this
latter reason that it remains the crux of the climb.
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